‘BEGA VALLEY SIGNING WEEKEND’ IS ON THIS WEEKEND

Attention Editor

As you may already be aware, there are a number children (and adults) within the shire who rely on sign language to communicate. These children include those with Cerebral Palsy, Autism, Downs Syndrome, Speech impairments and of course hearing impairments.

Up until this event teachers, carers, parents family and friends had to travel to Canberra, Nowra, or further to attend courses in sign language. As these courses  usually consist on 8, 1 hour classes run over an eight week period, this has been largely impossible for most people!

As a result one parent has organised for a Sign Language teacher to come to the shire this weekend to run a Sign Weekend Course for adults. By the end of the weekend participants will be familiar with approx. 250 signs, equipping them with a sound signed communication basis for early childhood through to the primary school setting.

There will also be a special Children’s Sign Workshop on the weekend for signing children, their siblings and friends. This workshop will introduce the children to basic signed communication and to other members (adults + children) of the community who sign. They will also learn a number of simple songs throughout the weekend and perform them to their family at the end of the adult course on Sunday.

Attached for your reference is an information booklet about the event, we hope a representative from your paper can join us. There are already over 20 adults enrolled in the class and almost 15 children. 

You can contact me on ph 02 6494 9111 for more information. I hope to hear from you soon.

Lee Bilby

