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Sign With Me
A small company in the Bega Valley, rural NSW have released a CD-ROM for PC’s which is purpose built for families with young children who have just been diagnosed with a hearing loss or speech impairment.

The idea came when their own child was diagnosed with a hearing loss and the Bi-Lingual use of Sign Language (to aid communication and speech development of their son) was recommended by the Education Department. The parents spent hours looking up sign references, both for their own education, and to give to carers, schools and child-care centers. First they produced an Alphabet and Colour Poster for their own use, and found there was  demand for such products, as there was a great shortage of resources, particularly for young children.

Running a small computer programming business, they found it very hard to find the time required to keep up with their child’s hunger for more signs. When they came to creating translations of children’s books to sign, they realised that all over the country people were spending hours each week photocopying individual signs out of sign dictionaries and sticking them into books. There had to be a better way. So they wrote it!

Sign With Me allows you to type in complete sentences of text, the software then finds the most appropriate sign equivalent and prints them out in a strip, ready to be stuck on the page of a children’s book. The Category Search section allows you to learn signs based on categories. If you are planning a trip to the Zoo, for example, you can browse all the relevant signs for your trip, and print out all the signs in the category.

Sign With Me has a detailed search function which allows you to find all possible matches for a word. Words are classified by state usage and have a comprehensive of further possible “keyword” matches. There are also “Learn By Level” and “Test Yourself” sections.

Sign With Me has revolutionised the lives of those caring for signing children, be they child-carers, teachers, support workers, parents or grandparents, people of all ages and walks of life find it highly useful. Sign Language has been found to be extremely useful not only for the Deaf, but also those with a lesser hearing impairment or intellectual impairment such as Downs Syndrome, or muscular communication impairment, such as that often experienced with Cerebral Palsy.

“Sign With Me has been invaluable to both myself and my daughter, who has Cerebral Palsy and a profound hearing loss. She loves playing the sign game and I have found it much easier to learn sign now that I can print exactly what I want, when I want it”  Parent, Bega

“Thanks so much for the CD, posters and cards – they are great and the CD is so immensely useful!! Teachers aides have spent hours photocopying and pasting signs from the dictionary, they will be rapt!” Cathy Worthington, teacher of Deaf, WA

“As a teacher of Sign Language I can not recommend Sign With Me highly enough. Not only is it ideal for parents, but also the classroom, allowing people to produce visual cues and sign resources that have simply not been available before” Aileen Ryan, Sign Language Consultant and tutor, Hands Can Talk, Sydney. (www.handscantalk.com.au) 

The Sign With Me CD is only $55(+p&p) and can be ordered online at www.bilby.net or by phoning Bilby Publishing & Consulting on 1800-BILBY-P (1800-245-297). Free updates and upgrades are available via the website. Fundraising plans are available to schools and community organizations.
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